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D Willenm Edmunds Benson is noionnlly recogmeed [or
hes work on (he treatment of dinbetic retmopathy and retinal
delnchment. He 15 Professor of Ophibalmology o Thoomns
Ielferson College of Mechoine and Aftending Surgeon ol the
Wills Eve Hospital, Philadelplin, Pennsvlvama where he
served as Dhrecior of the Retina Senvice from 1992 io 20003,

Borm Movember 29, 1943 in Lewisbong, Pennsybvanin, Dir
Benson come o Wlerbury when he was 10, He credils lus
moiher, a hbanon o the Silas Bronson Library and the
doughicr of fwo schoolignchers, for mspinng him fo gei the
best possible educatson. "Ny mother,” he sovs, “read oll of the
time ™ He gradumed from Spragee Elementary School, and
was co-valediclonan of Cresby High School in 1961, He was
awarded a B A, in French, Summa cum Lavde and Pha Beta
Eappa. from Yale Unversity 1n 1965, He stedied his junior
vear in France, where he met Linda Fried whom he mamed
1966, He recewved his medical degree from the College of
Pl sicians and Surgeons, Columbia University in 1964, having
been elected o the Alpha Omegn Alphn honor medical soceety
in his gumor vear After completing s anlernship ol
Presbyiennon Hospital o Mew York Coy (1969-T0)  and
residency in Ophibalmology sl Barmes Hospital, Washington
Schonl of Medicine m 51 Loz, Missoun ([970-73), he was
awarnded o fellowship in retinnal diseases al the prestigions
Bazcom Palmer Eve Institute, University of bMianu School of
Medicine (1973-75)

In 1975 he became the Director of the Retima Service of the
Schee Eyve Institute. In 1977 he pomned the stafl of the Wills
Eve Hospital. Al Wills, Dr. Benson was the primcipal
iweshigator of the Early Treatment Dhabetic Betnopathy
Studv, He hns served on severl committces al Wills and was
president of the medical stafl from 1998 o 20600

He has puthored or co-puthored 106 popers i relereed
Jeurnals and 45 chapters in vanons lexibooks, He hos wntien
two textbooks and has edited four He has served on severnl
editoninl boards of ophihalmology joumals, He has grven seven
numed leciures, and hondreds of others in the Umided Siates
aned promend the warld,. He iz masch sooghl after ms o consultnnt
o ather physicinns

Dr Benson has served on numerous acadenic commitices
of the Amencan Academy of Ophihalmology, He was the
choirman of the Basic and Clinical Science Course, which
wriles review hooks [or residents and the charmman of the
COphthalmologic Knewledge Assessment Progrom which wlcs
examunaiions for residents. He recenved the Academy 's Senior
Honor Award i 994

Dr. Benson served as a Diestor of the Amencon Board of
Cphthalmoblogy for eyghl yenrs (1997-200000 where he shared
responsibility Tor producing  the certilicahion examinaiions for
new ophthalmelogists. He chaired the Board 1 2000

Dr Benson has tanght hondreds of resdents and fellows
about retinnl diseases. The residemds of Wills Eve Hospatal
selecled lam as Tepcher of the Yenr m 1981, The Crphihalmuc

Club of Philadelphia honored him az a Life Member in
195G, He is alzo o member of the Retinng Socicly, the
Maupculn Society and the Amencan Ophthalmological
Society. He was named One of the Best
Ophthalmologists in Philndelphia several times.  In
90, Qodifiolmodoey Ty selected him as One of the
Best Oplihnlmologists in Amenca. He has also been
listed im W ifre & Wika e Oplinfiadmiodogy.

Dr Benson is very grleful for the education he
recerved in Waterbury and elsewhere. He savs that he
alwavs “wanbed it written on (his) ombstone thal “He
paid his dwes.””  Accondingly, alilkough lorgely netired
Trom clinical proctice, e continues bo teach residents
and fellows al Wills Eve Hospital, considenng the time
speni o be a small pad of what he owes to his
profession and to patients with eyve discases.

Dr. and Mrs. Benson reside in Wynnowood,
Pennsy lvamin,
His curremt poal i to gel his book. on the history of
the torff and is role in couwsing the Civil War,
published.



