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ALFRED PIATT

“Ammbitiows, shrewd technically adep, and a bard barpainer, yet alvo plows, tolerant, equalitarian, and
disdainful of financial chicanery, Plait was motivated by more than profit alone, avd the business be
Soumded voflacied the man. "

— Plant Beoahers and Cormpany

Alfred Platr was born in Mewtown, Connecti-
cut on April 2, 1789, He was ten vears old when
his father, Nathan, purchased & farm with a grist
mill, saw mill, and nail factory in an area of
Waterbury now known as Plan's Mills,

Patt learned to run a water wheel and repair
machinery through the practical education
received from his father. He trained 1o be g
tezcher but never pursued a career in that
professian,

[nstead, he began the manufacoee of
baannans in 1822 in @ smeall nail factory at Plan’s
Mills, He partnered with Aaron Benedicr, a
successhul brass manufacturer, to make buttons
ani learned the mechanics of the brass and
button indostries. Flan vook the rolled meeal
from Benedict and produced finished buttons at
his shop. He hecame a pioneer in the production
of rolled brass and the manufacturing of brass and
COPPET Wire.

By 1838, when Flat ended this association,
b had purchased all of the Plat family property,
the mills and a house next to his father's for his
wile anid six childdren,

In 1847, Platt and his sons, William and Clark, formed the pannership of A, Plaw & Co. to Cperate 3 bulon
riking and metal forming operation. This emphasis on faumily ownership and management would be 2 tait of
Platy companies for five genertions.,

Plan saw his niche in the Brass City, not as a comperitor of the big brass companies, but 25 1 manufaciurer of
procucts made from zine, @ less costly material. The company made weather stripping, buttens, zine pipe and was
one of the fiest 10 roll zinc, During the Civil War, the firm’s bunons were widely used for cosing Army tents
because of their non-coreosive quality and for uniforms.

Plare elieved in acquiring land and being diversified so the milling and farming part of the business contin-
ued unl his death. His Baprist upbringing resulted in an unusually fir rreatment of Irish Catholics for the er and
many worked in his establishments,

When he died on December 28, 1872, he left a legacy of industrial ingenuity, innovation and integrity. In
1997, Plant Brothers and Company will celebrate two hundred years of operation, having assimilated the qualities of
its mdependent pattarch,
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