Edwin M. Neville

"Herewith | enclose the Medal of Honor [presented to men who have distinguished them-

selves in battle] which has been awarded you by the Secretary of War"

= U. A. Nichols, Assistant Adj.-General

Edwin Michagl Meville avgreame a
life-threatening disabilty to become the most
decorated soldier in Waterbury histary, On
April &, 1865, during the battla of Saylor's
Creek, Mevila captured a rebel flag forwhich
he recsived the Congressional Medal of
Hener.

Meville was born in Waterbury
January 27,1843, the sscond son of Michan
and Ann (Delansy) Meville, He enrolled at
51 John's College in the autumn of 1859
ard studied there until 1882, when he en-
listed in the Third Regiment of Rhode ls-
land. He was discharged from military ser-
vice three months later when he suffered
through a life threatening disabiliny.

Undatarrad, Maville returnad to
Waterbury to muster up recruits for the First
Connecticut Cavalry, and joined the army
again. He was commissioned as second
lieutenant and soon prometed to captain.
The regiment was assigned to General
Philip Sheridan and engaged the enemy
more than ninety times. The regimeant fought
cavalry, infantry, artilery, in the field and
behind breastwaorks, and its capture of pris-
oners, guns and flags was considerable.
General Sheridan said Neville was one of
hiz bravest man.

At the end of the war Neville was

appointed 1o the staff of General George

Armestrang Custer, The Battle of Saylor's Cresk was a
crushing defeat for the Confaderacy. The Unicn Ay
captured saven Confederate generals, thousands of
soldiers and 14 pieces of adtillery. General Rober E.
Lee sumendered at Appomatiox three days later. Mevilla
was in the detail that escorfed General Grant to receive
Les's surrender.

After the war, Meville continued his military ser-
vice as adjutant-general in the Mational Guard. He re-
comved a testimenial as “Companion of the First Class”
from the Loyal Legion of the United States “for faithiul

senvice in maintaining tha honor, integrity and supremacy
of the Govemnment.” In 1869, he went to Paris to sell
military weapons as an agent for Remington Ams, and
was trapped inthe outbreak af the Franeco-Prussizn war,
He escaped Paris in a hot air balloon,

O his return Neville studied law and was ad-
mitted to the New Yark bar in 1872. He continued a
succassful law practice until he succumbed toillness in
Waterbury, October 4,15886, al the age of 44, Captain
Meville Drive in Walerbury is named in his hanor.

http://bronsonlibrary.org/filestorage/33/neville.bmp
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