Henry Bronson, M.D.

‘By his birth, residence, historical work, life long interest and solid benefactions, Dr. Bronson

belongs to Waterbury.... his name will ever be connectad with the history of the town.”

- Frederick J. Kingsbury

Dr. Hanry Bronson was born in
Waterbury on January 30, 1804, He re-
ceived his Doclor of Madicing frarm Yabe in
1827 and began practice in Messachu-
selts. Four years laler he moved 1o Al
bany. When an epidamic of Asiatic chol-
ara bioke aut in Montreal in 1832, he was
commissionad to study the diseasa. His
reports were so remarkable lor exaciness,
profundity and scientific insight they ex-
tended his prolessional reputation. He
bacame an expert on the disease and his
diszertations remained the authoritative
guidas throughaut the warld.

In 1834, he retumed 1o Waterbury
whera he buill up whal wiass probably the
largest practice in Mew England. His di-
agnosis of cases was perceplive, logical,
exhaustive, and accurate. He had a keen
raalization of the limits of modical science
and & lack of faith in the power of drugs to
cure diseases. He believed the majority
of diseases came, lingered and disap-
peaned according 1o natural law - if nobody
interfered, Discussing medical phiosophy
was one of his anjoyments as he inter-
twined Darwin's theary of natural selection
with his own views. He never advocated
an gxclusive System of trealment saying,
“The same remedy, givan apparanily un-
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der the same eircumstances, will not al-
ways produce the same elecls,”

In 1839, he went to Italy for health reasons and
while theere atlended many leclures i the leading Eurepean
hespitats. Returning home in 1842, he abandoned his medi-
cal practice after being elecled prolessor of materia medica
and therapeutics at Yabe Medical School. He moved to New
Haven in 1845 and for gighleen years devoled himsall to
teaching.

A many-faceted man, he was knowledgeable of -
maneca, politicel aconomy, history and govammant. Ha had
an ariginal ming, a high retention of facts and a talem? for
investigative resaarch. Dr. Slephan Hubbard said, “Farmil-
iar with histary, theology and party poditics, he had no affini-
ties with the last two-considerng them as resting upon
changeabhe and ingecure foundations, and as not essentisl
fo the highest welfare of mankind.”

He conribuled mary aficles 1o periodicals on medi-
cine, history and eardy government in Conneclicul. Hewrdla
“An Historical Accaund af Connecticut Currency, Continental
Money and The Finances of the Ravolution,” "Tha Mongy
Problem”, and a series of historical and biegraphical articles
an the medical history of Mew Haven Gounty and Gonnecli-
can. Francis Bacon said, “Dr. Bronson's work cheapens that

of any successor he is Bkaly 1o have in the field.”

Bronzon had an abildy le collect informaticn and
labanoushy organize it. One of his major achievemeants for
which Waterburians will forever be indebded is his History of
Watarbuary which details evands from the areas sattlament
to the end of the Eighteanth Century, The 582-page book
with twenby-ning engravings was considared & model of ac-
curate and painstaking research, The reviews exulied: *)t
will be quoted as an aulhorty, centuries hance® (Bridge-
part Posf), "what cannot ba found of the history of Water-
by here, can be lound nowhare”™ (Moerning News), and it
is *worthy to be preserved as an heir-loom to your descen-
dants® (Waterbury American).

His masterful prose style produced elegant sen-
ftencas: “0ne's history is written inthe embryo-cell irom which
he springs. In no avent can the stream be purer than the
fountain® and “0n the fact that oul ef a theusand persons of
a givan age, a cartain numbar will die annually, in spite o
the healing ar, the system of life insurance is lounded,”

Bronson was sevaeraly injurad in & runaway acci-
dent in 1881, never fully recovered, and died on Movermber
206, 1893,
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