James Croft

1774 - 1837

“Fn 1220, ane James Croft, an English brass maker, came to Waterbury, entered the service af (L, H & 5), and imrodewced
Englich mmachinery and processes. Within ten vears, Waterbury was beginning to hold its own ayainst imported rolled brase””
= il Crowiher,

A Rasis for Srabiliry

James Croft was born Jan, 28, 1774, in Lile Waley,
Worcestershare, England, Al a voung age, he was intraduced 1o
the brass industry in e indusirial city of Biomangham. He
became 3 seasoned, skilled worker and a1 (he age of 43 came
overagas o Pliladelplia w 1817,

His association with Waterbury began in LE20, when be was
discovered by Charles Kingsbury, a sales agent for
Legvenworth, Havden & Scovill. Kingsbury recognized Croft's
talents amd convinced him o come 0 work in Waterbury.
Virtually froan the moment be armved, Croft made an impact o
the Medgling brass industry here.

Accordiitg 1o hastorian Joseph Anderson, “the quality of
(Leavenworth, Hayden & Scovill'sy product was considerably
improved and the economy of production increased by the
employment of Tames Crofl, an Englishman, who had been
thoreaghly wained in the basiness and was able 10 add other
skilled workimen.”

Croft was the first persoin in Witerbary whe had been teatined
e art of making gt buttons. His abalicy and generosity in
sharing his skills were ivaluable 1o the city’s growtl.

“He w once supplied the needed stumulus o improvement in
the enterprise and is really an unsung proneer of e Brass Mill
Industry,” wrote Clark 5. Judd in Sigdefights on Brass Mill
History.,

“Ewen lis year or two al work with (L, H & 5) brought about
a moticeable change and improvement in casting and rolling
techmgues,” according 1o Srasy Roots,

Samuel Crowther noted in A Basis for Stafufite: “For some
vears, he Grilleys and ofler manulfaciurers omed oul small
quantines of buttons which were mostly sold by peddlers, for in
the open market they did oot seem 1o compete with the English
brass makers. In 1820, one James Croft, an English brass maker,
came 10 Waterbury, entered the service of (L. H & 33, and
inroduced English machinery and processes. Wathin ten years,
Waterbury was beginming (o hold i1 own agains wnported rolled
birass.”

After several vears at Scovill, Crofi was indeeed by Aaron
Benedict 1o move over 1o the Bepedict, Burnham Mig, Co.,
“which almost immedimely commenced o forge 1o the fronl
both in equipment and oupun wnil it became for many vears
foremost in the {button) industey™. {Juddh

While Croft and Alfred Plan were both at Benedict, the
formwer taught the laer all e could about various manulacturing
techuigues, including “finish-rolling metal 10 a smooth surfece;
making dies and machioes 0 impart Ogured patterns 1o
retalbutien fronts; the recipes Tor the mercury and gold mixre
used 10 glding; heating methods, ec., ec,” according o Mair
Bros. & Co. For all his work in the plams, perhaps Crofi's
greates) contribution was in secruiting other skilled workers 10
come from England o Waterbury, He made his first map o 1523
and, according 1o Judd, beought back a caster, a roller and the

largest rolling mill ever seen in Waterbury, The new
workers, chosen carefully by Crofl, were immediarely
helpful, According 0 Anderson, Crofi made seven irips
in wll 10 England. Anderson called Croft “an indusirions.
relighle, frugal mon and moch respected o the
community™.

Croft was married July 4, 1829, 1o Polly Carter, and
with her had two children, & son, Edward, and daughier,
Margarer. Crofi died June 10, 1837, He was buried in
Waterbury's burial ground and later removed to Riverside
Cemetery.

In a country that has long admired the latesi
lechnology, James Croft was among the 19th ceniury’s
first high-tech bandvmen, With as able eyes and hands,
competitive notune and rewl desime (o pass on all be knew,
he was instrumental in building Waterbury™s industrial
empire. Although he passed through the city for a
relatively hriel iime (17 vears), he iouched down ai key
limes and in key places, and he helped transform the
place. The city fathers, his bosses, possessed the will and
the where withal, but they needed the techmigue. Crofl
taught them (o speak the language of brass,
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