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PETER BAUBY

“As a business wian, be was successful. As the bead of a family, be lived to see bis children disiinguished in their
chosen fields. Asa patriarch of the community, be was respected and esteemed by all who krew bim, *
— Waterbury Republican, October 26, 1934

Peter Bauby was barn in Moconesi, Ialy ‘ ]
during Seprember of 1847 and in the carly 18705,

his farnily became the earliest known Italian
immigranes 1o sertle in Waterbury, Tn Italy, the
family name was i Barbieri.

In 1872 Peter and his brother, Joseph,
started a fruit business. The stored the produce
ina Bank Steeet baserment in Bxchange Flace and
st up shop in front of Apothecaries” Hall,

As the business grew, they bought the
buildings at 8 and 8 1,2 Bank Street, two doors
south of West Main Street, and added impored
foods, Cigars, newspapers and magazines 1o their
stock, Around 1916, Peter took over the cigar and
newspaper business and Joseph ran the froit and
confectionery busingss next door.

“Bauby’s Cormer”, the colloguial name given
tor the area surrounding the corner of Bank and
West Main Streers, became the most popular
meeting place in downiown Waterbury, Fram
early morning wntil ke 2 night @l wpes of people
gathered there; buving rewspapers, tlking about
sports, politics o current 1S5ues or just congrezt-
ing since "You always met someone you knew
there,” The friendly atmosphere was ideal for
people-watching since “The Beach”, as it was
sometimes called, was the mainstream of Warerbury social life,

With the hope for employment in Waterbury's booming brass industry, a steady immigration of venturous
Italians, influenced by Peter Bauby, arrived in the city. Me. Bauby, honest, hard-working merchant and property
owner, served a5 3 role model of the “American Dream™ for these newcomers. He operated his busingss for over
S0 vears, was & trastee and founder of the Church of Qur Lady of Lourdes and a2 charter member of the Barcelona
Council of the Knights of Columbus. The Italin house at the Settlers Village exhibit in 1935 was dedicared o
homer Peter Bauby and his brather, Joseph,

Bauby, who died Qorober 24,1934, saw Waterbury grow from a wwn 1o & major industrial center and could
trace 15 history from memory, raming most manufaciurers, retailers and individuals,

“Hauby's Parklet on the Plaza”, located on the comer of West Main and Leavenworth Streets, was dedicaned
by city fficials in 1995 to honor the memory of one of the dynamic and influential families of Waterhuey hisiory.
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