Stephen Wright Kellogg

“Of the large place which General Kellogg filled in this community, in the State and even
in the nation, it is hard to speak without appearance of exaggeration.”

- Waterbury American January 28, 1904

Stephan Wright Kellogg was bom
in Shelburne, Maszachusetts on April 15,
1822. After he reached the age of sixteen,
he taught school. At 20, he entared Amherst
where he studied for twio vears, He then
transfarred to Yale where he eamead high
honors upom graduating in 1846, He con-
tinued his education and finished his stud-
ies at Yale Law School in 1848,

Kellegg began the practice of Law
in Maugatuck. In 1854, he was slected
Judge of Probate of the Waterbury District
and mowed there to continue his law prac-
fice,

Kallogg served as clerk of the State
Senate in 1851, He became a member of
the State Senate in 1853 and the State
House Im 1858, He was city attiemey for
Waterbury from 1866 te 1889 and again
from 1877 to 1853, Dunng these tenures
he was responsible for leglslation necessan
to bring water and sewage systams to
Waterbury. Alse, he was one of a commit-
tee of thirteen that dratted Waterbury's City
Charter in 1870,

Dwring the Civil War ha halpad or-
ganize the Connecticut “Mational Guard™, a
tarm he originated that was laler adopted
by many states. He servedin it as 2 colonel
and a bigadier general from 1883 to 1870,

In 1869, 1871 and 1873 he was the
first Waterburlan elected to Congress. While there, he
servad on the impartant commillees of Judiciary, Pat-
ents, War Crimes and Pacific Railroads. He was a chair-
man of the Naval Expenditures and Civil Service Re-
farm Committees, He prepared and influsnced passage
of bills that recrganized the Treasury and War Depart-
ments and was influential in securing legislation for the
improvement of harsars of Connecticut,

In 1878 Kellogg declined the nomination for
gevernor and withdrew his name as a candidate for
Unitad States Senator. He continued his interest in
public affairs, writing articles on political mattars. After
Prasident Garfiald's assassination he wrole a piece on
presicdential succession. The system he advocated was
later adoptad by Congress and is sill in effect. He was
Prasidential elector in 1300,

Throughout his life, he was ardenily interested
in all things lzading to the development of Waterouny.
He was a charter member of the Silas Brensen Library
Board of Agents in 1868 where he served until his death,
While in Congress, he succeeded in making the librany
one of the first public libraries in the country 1o be a
depasitory for the publications of the United States Gov-
ammant. He also started a movement that led to the
building of the city's first government building on Grand
Streat.

Kellegg was thought to be one of the best rep-
resentatives the district ever had wilh an aptitede for
honesty and the practical side of legislation. A well-
kngwn, respected figure of his time, he died on January
27, 1904,

http://bronsonlibrary.org/filestorage/33/Kellogg.bmp
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