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Terry.Anthony Tata

"{hnly o select few are chosen fo be umpires in the big leagues. They have to be the best. Terry Tata is one
af them. "

= Frank Corkin

The baseball wmpiring career of Waterbury
tive Terry Anthony Tata started in this city at
Fultan Park Tatn, born .I1I.i:|:1a' 24 1040, was 14
vears old when given the opportunity to u
1y Piersall League. His career would
take im to the Nabonal L i |
years, beginning in 1

Tata pot his start after attending Al Somers
Schoal for Umpires, Fis [irst o rrzment, at the ape
, made him one of the

the local Jin
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balls and strikes for 27
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of 19, in the Midwest Les

yvoungest ever to officinte in organized haseball. He

worked in the Northern League, the Texas League,
the Intermational League and even in Puerto Rico
After toili

for 13 years in the minara, Tata's
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4
as rewarded when he became the second
an to make it to the Major Leagues, Hi
her, Augie Guglielmo, was the first
would eventually umpire in four World Series. four
Divisiorn Series, three All-Btar Games and seven
Championship Sernes. He was '|i|.;.'||'\.'
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Leagm
respected having been named a crew chief for ten
years, a preatigious honor

Tata's
April &, 1973 at Pittsburgh's Three Rivers Stadium
With 52, 000 fans on hand Connecticut's Steve Hlass
dueled future Coardinal H of Famer Bob G
» plate debut was on April 10, 1
her future Hall of Famer, Steve Carlton

ret assignment was at third base on

Tata's hom

featured

He ld have made it 1o the Major Leagues
earlier. In 1971, when umpires went on strike he
was asked to break through the picket lines and
awchieve his lifelong goal. He refused, showing his

a ce to the ump union. Tata's career

R T it o e the stidks in 1999 ; k ; S
closed on & similar note. During the strike in 1999, o0 yinjzed by fane, Vers, mAanagers, sporis
this man of mtegrity again :|:||'|:1.'-:.-'|Ih the umpires o entators  and

union, He remained dedicated to his vocation to

the camern I'r'rr].

very end And nNever lost his !'l-il ion for seeking TFata quietly ol IE[E“ Iﬂlﬂli ai! !iamg
k 1 for ellow umpires., v 1 - S
better working r:::.ni'lﬁ..nn:: tor his fellow umpires effic iently maste red P H B ER BB S0
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and Tom Seaver. In another famous game, he was profession. " 0 0 0 0
the center of controversy when he called Mark ¢ 0 0 2
Lemke sale at home to end Game Four of the 1991 E 3 o= 7
World Seres, The e |:l|:|} was i tely exainined o6 ._n j f JI- 4
every sportscast. Tata always said, “the big thing is 10 0 0 0
not to misa one in critical situations.” He did not o Les Angeles 4
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