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TADEUSZ SENDZIMIR

“The usual proverl is that necessity is the mother of invention, but it bas not beent in my case. | was thinking:
They do it that way ave Ldon't like it. T think I'] do sometbing better!
— Tadeusz Sendzimir

Tadeusz Sendzimir, whose company
T. Sendzimir, Inc. has been headguanered in
Wanerbury since 1943, was an engineer and
ventor of international renown, His name has
been given to revolutionary methods of process-
ing s1eel and metals wsed in every industrialized
nation of the world and ke has been called the
grestest inventor in the steel industry since Henry
Bessemer.

D, Senckzimi was borm on July 13, 1834 in
Lwea, Polind where he stedied ar the Polytechnic
Institune. After working for three vears in Kiey,
Bussta, he traveled across Siberia 10 Shanghai
where he built the first factory in Ching o
produce screws, nails and wire. Diesigning and
making his own machines, he began experiment-
ing with 2 new way to galvanize steel that would
ultimately revalurionize the steel indusiry,

In 1929, Dr, Sendzimir tricd unsuccessfully
to interest American industrialists in his method,
bt met with skepricism and distrust. Retuening
to Poland in 1930, he abtained support for the
construction of the first indusirial-scale galvaniz-
ing unitand put into operation several cold sirip
mills. By 1938, Armeo steel, an American com-
pany, was interested in his work and they formed a partnesship, the Armzen Company, 1o oversee the worddwitde
expansion of the mill's use. He opened his first mill in the United States in 1939, and in the spring of 1943, moved
his offices to Waterbury where they have remained. With companies in 33 countsies, 85-90% of the warld's
stainless steed passed through Sendemir Ine. in the early 1980's.

[ 1974, Dir, Sendeimir received the Brinell Gold Medzl, the engineer's equivalent of the Mobel Prize, fram
the Roval Academy of Technical Sciences in Stockholm; personally presented by King Gustav of Sweden. Among
other awards he received are the Golden Cross of Merit presented by the President of Paland in 1938, the presti-
ginus Bessemer Gold Medal of the Iron and Sieel Institute in 1965 and on the 100th anniversary of the Statue of
Liberty, he was one of the immigrants honored for their contributions 10 America,

In 1990, 2 further tribute was paid him by his native land when Poland's lurgest steel plant (formerly the Lenin
Steetworks) was renamed the Tadeusz Sendzimic Steelworks in recagnition of his unique contributions w the stegl
ndustry worldwide. The subject of 2 biography entitled, Steel Will, he died on September 1, 1989,
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