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WILLIAM HENRY BRISTOL

“William Bristol combined to an unusual degree the sound thinking of ihe university teacher with the
puainstaking thoroughness of the research worker and the visions of the inventor.”
— Stevens Indicator Magazine

Professor William Henry Brisiol, inventive
genius, ploncering manufacturer, educator, and
environmentalist, was boen in Waterbury on July
5, 1839, the eldest of six children.

After gradualing from the Stevens Institure
in 1834 with an engineering degree, he returned
there in 1884 as an instructor and progressed 1o
become a professor of mathematics in 1809,

While at Stevens, he patented products
including a steel lacing for industrial belts and
pressure recorder. The need o manufaciure
these products led 1o the founding of the Bristal
Company in 1882 with his brother, Franklin, and
his father, Benjamin, By 1913, the company was
manufacturing the birgest and most complete line
of industrial instruments in the world, including
instruments 1o measure and record temperature,
electricity, pressure, motion, time, flow, and
humidire. These instruments were the first to
provide an uninternapted histore of plant apera.
tions: increasing efficizncy, improving qualiy,
and allowing higher rates of producuvty

In 1904, Professor Bristol invented the first
practical pyrometer for measuning high temper.
tures. This created anather new industey and led
t the formation of the William H. Bastol Pyeom-
eter company in New Yook Citv

In 1915, he invented the “Bristolphone” w simultzneously record vaoices and ather sounds with motion in
maving pictures, He founded the William H. Bristol Talking Picure Corparation to develop “synchronized talking
maoton pictures”, and praduced ong of the irst full-length sound mation pictures, The Bristolphone was used in
nearly one hundred movie houses in the country, He also developed and manufactured loud speakers, power
amplifiers, radios, and phonograph recorders. His “Audiophone”, which was used at Yankee Stadium and Grand
Central Station in Kew York, revolutionized public address systems. In 1926, it was used to broadcast a sporting
event to thres thousind people in downiown Walerbury

Professor Brisiol was awarded medals at expositions in Chicago (1893), Paris { 1900), St Louis {1904), San
Francisco (191%), and Philadelphia (1926}, He received o awards from the Franklin Institute to hanor bis
distinguished career, He gained worldwide recognition while making possible major advances in pure scientific
knowledge and industrial technology.

Brisiol, who received nearly one hundred patents dunng his lifetime, died on June 18, 1930,
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